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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 02590 142244Z 
ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 L-03 SAB-02 
SS-15 NSC-05 SP-02 ICA-20 PA-02 H-02 DODE-OO 
PM-05 HA-05 /086W 

021880 151220Z/23 

R 142217Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6585 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 2590 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PN 

SUBJECT: ARCHBISHOP COMMENTS ON DECONCINI 

1 . IN A COMMUNIQUE RELEASED APRIL 13, ARCHBISHOP OF PANAMA 
MARCOS MCGRATH EXPRESSED HIS DISPLEASURE AT THE DECONCINI 
RESERVATION AS CONTRARY TO THE CONCILIATORY SPIRIT OF THE 
ORIGINAL TREATIES. HE MENTIONED LETTERS, SUPPORTING PANAMA 
IN THE FACE OF DECONCINI, FROM U.S. NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CTHOLIC BISHOPS AND FROM PRIESTS, BOTH PANAMANIAN AND FOREIGN, 
WORKING IN PANAMA AS THE CATALYSTS FOR HIS STATEMENT. 

2. THE COMMUNIQUE MAKES AN APPEAL FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND 
EXPRESSES THE ARCHBISHOP'S HOPE THAT SOMETHING WILL BE 
DONE TO AMELIORATE THE RESERVATION. 
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